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PSALM 50. 23. 


7 ho ſo offereth P raiſe, gbori fer me; og 10 by 
that ordereth his Conwerſation aright, will I 
* the & alvation of G od. | 


| HERE is no Nation under Heaven, ſince 
the Times of God's governing the jews by 

an immediate Theocracy, that has ſeen 
more and clearer inſtances of the interpoſition of 


ve Providence on their behalf, or has had greater Bleſ= 


je fings and Means of publick Proſperity 'put into 
their Hands: than we of this Nation have had. As 

the Hill. fand about Jertſalem, (aid the Pſalmiſt, 

(Pfal. 125. 2.) ever ſo ſlandeth the Lord round about 
* 'Þ bis People. - AS the Seas encompaſs our Land, may We 
no leſs juſtly ſay, even ſo does the protection of 

Providence ſurround Us on aff Sides, We have in- 

joyed a long and uninterrupted Succeſſion of the 
J Blefſings of Heaven from above, and of the Earth 
( beneath; of fruitful Seaſons, and a large and plen- 
tifal Increaſe. We have lived under a ſecure Eſta» 
bliſhment of all our private Rights and juſt Libef- 
ties, in a Wiſe and well-conſtituted Govertment, | 
2nd in the regular Execution of good and. whol- 
ſome. Laws. We have had the free Exerciſe of 
our Religion continued almoſt to us alone, when ſo 
maily Sf thoſe ahout us have been deprived of that 
e (Et Lib berty, -. We have gd ace 
it Wire e went y: vouchſafed us; 
a e . any vi 5 hs of =_ 
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| dence, in cauſing ſuch Concurrences of Circumſtan- 
ces for our Advantage, asno human Wiſdom could 
either fore-ſee, direct, or over-rule, 
When after a long Eſtabliſhment of our Peace and 
Proſperity; we, like Jeſhurun, waxed fat 
and kicked ; When our Proſperity made 
us wanton, and we forgat God, who poured theſe 
Benefits upon us ʒ When corruption of Manners pre- 
vailed over the Purity of our Religion, and we 
grew cool in our Zeal for the Service of God, and 
for the Honour of bis Laws; Then did it pleaſe God 
to threater us with the Rod of arbitrary Power, and 

with the Fears of Popiſh Slavery; to awaken us out 
of our careleſs neglect of Religion, and to compoſe 
our little differences, and unchriſtian Animoſities 
among ourſelves. Yet did he threatenus only with 
theſe Judgments, and ſhow us the Terror of them as 
it were at a diſtance, but did not ſuffer them to 
prevail over us; removing them from us by an un- 
_. parallelled Deliverance, almoſt as ſoon as they ap- 
proached, and that we began to feel the ſmart of 
them. And from the Time of that wonderful De- 
lirerance, even vnto this Day, has God continued 
to bleſs us with Szcceſs' abroad under victorious Ar- 
mies, and with Peace and Plenty at Home, under pious 
and religious Princes. A great and almoſt perpetual 
Series of Succeſſes has attended our Arms, through 
the various events and hazards of a long, bloody, 
and expenſive War; againſt the deep Counſels, and 
formidable Strength, of a cunning, potent, and for- 


Dear. 32. 15. 
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W 
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merly long: ſucceſsful Enemy: And at the ſame time, ſee 


we our ſelves ſit every Man under bis Vine, "and un pe! 


der his Fig-tree, in the ſecure and peaceable injoy- 


* 


ment of whatever each one has a Right to poſſeſi of 
We r almoſt all the e and Bleſſings of eſt 


Peact 


. 
* 


_ cit Expreſſions of our Gratitude to Him whoredeemeth 


1b Homie Houle of Commons. 5. 
Peace, even in the midſt of a vigorous and bloody 
War; while the Sword and Fire conſume round about 
us, and other fruitful Countries are ravaged and 
deſtroyed ; while Thouſands fall beſides us, and Ten 

Thouſands at our Right-band, and yet Providence: 
protects us, that it comes not 2igh us; while Want 
and Famine fpreads Deſolation among our Neigh- 
bours, and Peſtilence at a Diſtance threatens ſtill 
ſeverer Judgments of God. We are not liable to be 
perpetually ſpoiled, by the Violence of Arbitrary 
Power; and to be daily bereaved of our neareſt and 
moſt valuable Rights, at the mere Will and Pleaſure 
of a lawleſs Oppreſſor; But under the happy Influ- 
ences of a mild and moſt Aufpicious Government, 
and under the Protection of Wiſe and good Laws, 
we injoy as much Liberty as can be defired by any, 
who aim not at the Confuſions of unlimited Licen- 
tiouſneſs. And, to complete this Happineſs, we are 
not only alloved the free Exerciſe of the Reformed. 
Religion, (which under ſome Governments, who 

call themſelves Chriſtian, is perſecuted. even unto 

Death; and which. we all remember the time, when 

we had great reaſon to apprehend we ſhould have 

been deprived of it;) but the Profeſſion of it is more- 

over incouraged by Law, and the Pracbice of it re- 
commended not only by the Command, but (which 
is of greater Influence ) by the hearty Example alſo, 
of our pious and moſt religious Queen, who ix every 

Work that She begins in the Service of the "Houſe of 

Cod, and in the Law, and in the Commandments, to 


ee Her Goa, She does it with all Her Heart, and proſ- 


pers, 2 Chron! Z 1. 1272. e 
If cheſe be things which are the proper Subjects 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, and call for the hearti- 


& "TThantigromg Sermon before. | 
our I. xe Deſtruct ion, and crowneth us with Mercy 
and Lovine-hindneſs; undoubtedly there is no Na- 


tion under the Sun, that has more reaſon this Day, 
pfal. 116; than we, to ſay, What ſhall I render untothe 


12, 17. Lord for all bis Benefits that he has done unto 
me? I will offer to him the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, 
and will call upon the Name of the Lord. And O that 
pal. 105 8. Men would indeed, with their Mouths and 
2 from their Hearts, by the Confeſſion of 
their Lips, and in the Actions of their Lives, here- 
fore praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, and declare the 
Wonders that he doth for the Children of Men! That 
they would exalt him alſo in the Congregation 
of the People, and praiſehim in the Seat F the 
Elders , That there were in All of Us ſuch a Heart, 
that, by making ſuitable returns of Praiſe and Obe- 
dlience to God, for his paſt and preſent Benefits; we 
might ſhow our ſelves worthy of the Continuance of 
his Favour, and ſecure for the future the ſame Bleſ- 


Aer. 32. 


ſings to our ſelves and our Poſterity + Could we but 
prevail with our ſelves, not to abuſe that Plenty I 


wherewith God has bleſſed us, by Intemperance and 


2 Debauchery: Could we in the midſt of that Peace, 


which we enjoy even while War ſurrounds us, for- 
bear unreaſonable Contentions, and lay aſide our 
Unchriſtian Heats and Animoſit ies among our ſelves : 
Could we but uſe that Liberty we ſo juſtly value 


and boaſt of, ſo as not to abuſe it to Licentiouſneſs 
and Wantonneſs: Could we but in any Meaſure | 
perſwade our ſelves to practice the Religion, 
we are ſo zealous to proſeſe; and baniſh from | 
a Chriſtian and a reformed Nation, Infidelity, Pro- 
faneneſs, and Immorality: In a word, could we F"- 


but find in our Hearts to gloriße God worthily for 
: 4 . 3 L | 25 5 7 . E + 2 5 5 . i 
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"obs Hor Houſe 7 r 5 
his great Mercies, and offer him Praiſes ſuitable to 
the wonderful Works which he has done for us; 

What is, Praiſes accompanied with the Works of 

tighteouſneſs, ſo as to honour him indeed ; This 

ould be truly ſuch an ordering our Converſation 4 

right, that we might with = Grounds hope to 

have the Promiſe in the Text fulfilled upon our 
elves; and, by the Continuance of the ſame, and 
be Addition of more Bleſſings, might fe compleat= 

d in us the Salvation of God. Whofo offereth Praiſe, 

orefies mne; and to him that ordereth his Tein 

right, will I ſhew the Salvation of God. 
In the Words we may obſerve theſe Four Things. 
1. That God is to be glorified or honoured ĩ in Al 
ur Actions. Te glorifies me. 

2. That, ore particularly, upon benen of any 

reat Mercy, any remarkable Bleſſing,” or fignal inten- 

tian of Providence on our behalf, we ought to 
bow forth his Glory by the moſt publick iAcknows 
dements, by the beartlelt Praiſes and Thavkſgivings. 

o him. Whoſe. offereth Praiſe, glorifies me. 

3. That He that will return Thenks to God accep- 


uſt for-the future live ſuitably to that Proſeſſion he 
retends to make, of his Senſe of Gods Providente. 
wer ning the World, and of his entire dependence 
pon it. To him that ordereth ht Converſation aright. 
e 14 That to Them who thus order their Conmvperſa-- 
, Lon arigbt, here is a Promiſe added, of yet fatther 
m Peſſings. Iwill ſhew them the Salvation of G. 
r. That Gad is, to be glorified; er honoyred in 4¹ 

r Aﬀions. This is implied. in thoſe Words, he 
$orifes. me: For, the declaring in what Manner, or 
1 what Ations 3 015 is moſt glorified 1 who the 
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tbly for paſt Mercies, ſo as 10 glorifie him indeed; 


* 
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| ſuppoſing the Knowledge and Oblig gation of the 


caſions; h he 1 is the Author and Preſerver of our 


good things we hope for; and by his Permiſſion, 
by his Grace and Favour, injoy whatever Good we 


in the publick Affairs; that by Him Kings Reign, 


that ill Succeſſes in any of our Undertakings; the 


Perſons are that do moſt truly honour him; is pre- 


Duty itſelf, that God i: to be glorißed or honoured in 
All our Aclions: That is; that we are at all times, 
and in all places, to bave a conſtant Regard to him, 
and Dependance upon him; to have a perpetual 
Senſe. of him upon or Minds, and to make conti. 
tual Acknowledgments to him upon all proper Oc- 


Lite aud Being ; that on him we rely, for all the 


at praſent poſſeſs; that to him all poſſible Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving is. due, fot the Proſperity or Succef 
we at any time meet with, either in bur private, or 


and Princes decree Juſtice; that His Bleſling it i 
upon 2» Nation, whenever pious Princes are efta- 
bliſhed upon the Throne, and their Affairs proſper 
under a wiſe! Adminiſtration, - and Succeſs accom: 
panies their-Arms abroad, and Peace and . Plenty 
crowns their indeavours a+ Home: On the contrary, 


blaſting and defeating any of our Deſigns; the Ci: 
lamities and Afflictions, of whatever kind they be, 
that at any time fall upon us; are ſtill the ſtrole, 
of the ſame Hand, the Appointment of the ſam: 


Wiſe Providence, the good ' Pleaſure of the ſam: 


Supreme Governour and Director of all Things; 
deſigned for our Correction and Improvement, t: 


withdraw our Affections from Vanity and Truſt in 
the World, and to lead us to Repentance and 4 
; mendntent. This i is, atcording to the wiſe Man 
Advice,  Ackniwledg ging God in all our Ways: This! 


Promoting a true Senle ot Region and Picty in tl 
- World 


the Hon Houſe of Commons. 9 
World: This is Honouring and glorifying God. For, 
the Glory of God, is not any thing accruing to God 
himſelf; tis not any Addition to πτ Greatneſs or 
Happineſs, or any Acceſſion to the Perfections of 
l Nature: But, as the true Glory of a Prince, is 
the Obedience and the Proſperity of his Subje#s; fo 
the:true Notion of the Glory of God, isnothing elſe 
but the advancing and eſtabliſhing his Kingdom a- 
mong Men; and the Kingdom of God, ſaith St Paul, 
, Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt - 
Tis ſomething within our ſelves, as our Saviour af- 
firms; St Luke 17. 21. Tis the Conformity of the 
Creature to the Nature and Life of God, to the 
Law and Happineſs of Heaven, by the Obedience 
of the Goſpel, and by the Reconciliation of their 
Nature to the eternal and unchangeable Law of 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. Promoting the Glo- 
ry of God therefore, is nothing elſe but advancing 
the Intereſt of true Religion, and promoting the 
Practiſe of Virtue in the World: For, as Irreligion 
and neglect of God, Profaneneſs or any vitious 
Practiſe, in thoſe who pretend to believe; do (as 
is ſaid in the Caſe of David) give great occa- , Sun. 
fon to the Enemies of God to blaſpheme z and 12. 14. 


they who ole their boaſt in the Lam, as Rom. 2 


St Paul expreſſes it, do, by tranſereſſing tbe 2. 
Law, diſhonour God; and the Name of God ;s through - 
them blaſphemed among Unbelievers: So, on the 
contrary, they who by unfeigned Piety, and regard 
to God in the whole Courſe of their Lives, make 
their: Light to ſhine before Mlen; do, by letting ut. 3. 
others ſee their good Works,. cauſe Men to glo- 16. 
nie their Father which is in Heaven; That is, they 


bring other Men over to a true Senſe of Religion, 


and perſwade them to have a juſt Value A 
VVV e * - 


Bet rn wh 


. upon him, in the Minds of Others likewiſe. | 


8 Hul Interpofftion of Providence on our behalf, . 


unis himſelf, job 22. 12. But tho we cannot make 


"oO As bankſgiving Sermon before 
or it. This is the true Notion of the Gloryof Gel : 

This is doing all Things for his Honour and Glory, 
And in this Senſe tis niet it is our indiſpenſa- 
ble Duty, to Honour and glorifie God in Alt our AG;- 


ent ; by keeping up in our own Minds a conſtant 
Senſe of him, of his Power and Greatneſs, of his 


and diſpoſing of all Events; and, as much as in us 
lies, exciting the ſame Senſe of him, and dependence 


2. As God is in ſome Meaſure to be honoured or 
glorifed by al-our Actions in general; ſo more parti- 
exterly, upon occaſion of any great Mercy or Deli- 
peranee, upon occaſton of any remarkable Bleſſing or 


we to ſhow forth his Glory by the moſt publick Ac- 
Bmnonledements, by the higheſt Expreffions of our 

Gratitude, by the heartieſt Praiſes and Thankſgiving: 
10 him - Whoſe offereth Praiſe, glorifics me; Or, as it 


s in the former Tranſlation, Whoſo offereth me 


Thanks and Praife, be honoureth me. Tis All the 
Return, that weak and dependent Creatures are ca- 
pable of making to the ſupreme Lord and Gover- 
. moor of all Things; and therefore he is graciouſly 

pleaſed toaccept it, as a ſufficient Reward for. all the 
Benefits that be has clone unto us, Our Goodneſs ex- 
rewdeth not to him, Pſal. 16, 2; neither ea» Man be 
"profitable to God; as he that is wiſe may be profitable 


dim any return for his Benefits, yet thankful to him 


for them we can be; and moſt inexcuſable are we, llc 
if we neglect to be ſo. All that we are able to do, 
is to make humble Acknowledgments of the Mer- 


cies we receive from him; and therefore we ought. 
to 0 do it in the Sutefulleſt c in the moſt publick 


— 


Wiſdom and Providence in governing the World, 
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nd hearty manner we can. Adverſity and Afflicti- 
ns, ſuch Corrections and Chaſtiſements as his Fa- 
berly Hand thinks fit at any time to lay upon us, 
becomes us to bear with patient Submiſſion, and 
Mint Reſignation to his Will; as being juſt Re- 
oofs for our Sins, and Calls to Reformation and _ 
I-nentance: But Bleſſings and Inſtances of Mercy, 

Ipecially publick and national Bleſſings, call for 
ublick Acknowledgments in ſuch Expreſſions of 
aiſe and Gratitude, as may declare to the World 

r being duly ſenſible from what Hand they come. 
pon account of the Works of Creation, all, even 
animate Creatures, are in Scripture called upon to 
riſe the Lord; That is, to contribute Matter, 
d afford perpetual Occaſion by the Meditation of 
em to all rational Creatures to ſing his Praiſes 
raiſe him, ( that is, afford continual ſubjeq-mat- 
r for his Praiſes, ) O ze Sun and Moon; pfl. 248, 
tiſe him, all ye Stars of Light, &c. The 33 
orks of Providence, are no leſs great and conſpi- 
ous, than thoſe of Creation; And for Theſe 
orks, Men, who are chiefly and moſt immediately 
ncern'd in them, and who alone are able to diſ- 
Mm and judge of them, are in Scripture requir'd, 
rpetually to praiſe him: To praiſe him perpetual- 


+ JJ 3 „ 1 4 9 


We „ 


eat, that no Tongue can worthily or ſufficiently 
xtol them: he can expreſs the noble Ads of the, 
nd, or ſhew forth all his Praiſe? Pſal. 106.2, 
Tis the leaſt that any reaſonable Perſon can do, 
return for great Benefits; to make a thankfuk _ 
cknowledgment of them, to him from whom he 
ceiv'd em. And yet becauſe tis All, (as I before 
ſerv'd) that weak and dependent Creatures can 
to Him who is abſolute Lord of all Things, 
„„ 5 | | 25 there- 
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. becauſe the Number and Variety of them is ſo. _ 


goats out of thy Fold; Far all the Beaſts of the For 


12 + Thankſgiving Sermon before © 
therefore, when it proceeds from 2 ſincere Mind an 
hearty Affection, it is accepted by him as the mo 
valuable Sacrifice, Ver. . of this 50th Pſalm; I wi 
take no Bullock, ſaith God, out of thy Houſe, nor H. 


are mine, and ſo „ Cattle upon 4 Thouſand Hill. 
Will I eat the Fleſh of Bulls, or drink. the Blood | 
Goats? No: But offer unto God Thankſgiving, ani 
pay thy Vows unto the mot High; And call upon me i 
the Day of Trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou ſhe 
gloriffe me. Again, Pſal. 116. 12, 17. What ſhall 
render unto the Lord, for all the Benefits that he hy 
done unto me? I will offer to him the Sacrifice, 
Thankſeiving, and will call upon the Name of the Lon 
And P/al. 69. 30, 31. I will praiſe the Name of Gu 
with 4 Sang, and will magnify him with Thankſgiving 
This alſo ſhall pleaſe the Lord, better than a Bulloc 
#hat has Horns and Hoofs. The ſam: Notion is ve 
elegintly expreffed by the Prophet Hoſea, c. 14. 
2. We will render the Calves of our 7 i. e. We 
will return to God ſuch hearty Thanks for his Mer 
cies, as ſhall be more acceptable to him than th 
Sacrifices of Calves or Sheep: The Phraſe is tran(l 
ted by the LAA, the Fruit of our Lips; and {FW 
St Paul cites it, Heb. 13. 15. Let ws offer the Sac 
ce of Praiſe to God continually; that is, the Fruit 
aur Lips, giving Thanks to his Name. 
The Obligation to this Duty, is ſo evident , an 
fo reaſonable, that it is ſometimes in Scripture p! 
for the whole of Religion; and the Neglect of it 
marked as a total Defection from God. Thi 
St Paul, Rott. f. 21. deſcribing the inexcufabi 
Corruption of the Heathen World, puts it prind 
pally upon this; becauſe that when they knew Gu 
they glorified him not as Got, neither were TRE! 


the Hon Houle of Commons. E 


„ became vain in their Imaginations, and their fao- 


ih Heart was darkned. They cou'd not but know 


od, by his Works; yet they were not Thankful, 


Kor glorified him according to that Knowledge; 


ferefore, ſays the Apoſtle, they are without Excuſs. 
he plainer and more obvious the Duty is, and the 


ore fully God has declared his Acceptance of it, 
U, who enjoy the Advantage of Revelation; the 
ore unworthy ſtill, and the more inexcuſable, is 
WUrthankfulneſs and Neglect of him. It is the per- 


tual Complaine of the Prophets in the Old Te- 


ment, that after all the great things that Gd 


ad done for the Nation of the Fews, their Ingra- 
tude was moſt provoking to him; He made then 

ide on the high places of the Earth, that they might 
et the increaſe of the Fields, and ſuck Hony out of the 


Wock, and Oyl out of the flinty Rock: But Jeſpurun 


uxed fat and ticked ; he ſoon forſook the God 


lich made him, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his 
.loation, Deut. 32. 13. And tis recorded of a great 

nd good King; one, of whom the Seripture teſti- 
es, that in other things he did that which 2 Kings 18. a | 


„ right in the fight of the Lord, ſo that 3,3 


fahr Heart was lifted up; therefore there was Wrath upon 


xfore him there was none equal to him, neither af- 
er him aroſe there any like him; it is noted of im, 

ven of good King Hezekiah, as a very great blemiſh, 
a thing very unnatural and unbecoming him, and 
it which God was highly diſpleaſed; that, after 


he Lord had deſtroy'd his Enemies, by ſending an 
Ingel which cut off all the mighty Men of Valour, and 


Wc Leaders and Captains in the Camp of the King of 
ria; and after he had miraculouſly cauſed him 


0 recover from a mortal Diſeaſe; yet he rendred 
ot again according to the Benefit done unto him; for 


him, 


14 A Thankſgiving Sermon befors 
Hi, and upon Judah and Jeruſalem, 3 Chron, zn 
n ? FF 

The many wonderful Victories that God hy 
granted De, over the Armies of a Prince more p. 
tent than the King of AHria, and who has ofte 
thought to ſwallow us up more eaſily, than Sexy, 
. cherib did to deſtroy Jeruſalem, and over-run th 
Land of Judæa; the many wonderful Victories, 
ſay, which God has given Us, and particularly th 
great Succeſſes wherewith he has bleſſed us this pref 
ſent Year, and for which we are now met togethe 
to teturn him Thanks; are ſuch as will ſet as gre 
or greater 3 mark of Ingratitude upon Us, if 0 
Teal Thankfulneſs be not anſwerable to our ontwar 
Expreſſions of Joy, and our conſequent Behavio 
% 35 ; 

The Fatigue and Length of the foregoing Ca 
paign, which had been drawn ont into the ver 
miqdſt of Winter; the extreme Rigor of the enſuing 
Seaſon, and the backwardneſs of the Spring, whid 
occaſioned ſuch a ſcarcity of Forage, that it . 
impoſſible to open the Campaign before the Sun 
mer was far ſpent; and at the ſame time the Arti 
ces made uſe of by our Enemies to amuſe us wit 
falſe Appearances and deceitful Inſinuations of the 
defire of Peace, and to try if from thence Mew 
might be found to create any Diviſions or Jealo 
ſies among the Allies; gave ſome hopes to Fran 
that they ſhould have been able to avoid the Blot 


 wherewith they were threatned ; and that, by gall 
ing Time, they might, at leaſt, for this Summe 
have eſcaped the Danger, to which by their fot 
mer Loſſes they ſeem'd tobe expoſed, But the Pro 
vidence of God, directing our Counſels, the Un 
nimity-and Steddineſs of the Allies, the Pruden 
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and Vigilance of our Generals, and the Indefatiga- 
bleneſs of our Troops, entirely diſappointed the Ene- 
mies Expectation: And the Campaign began with 
the taking of one of the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes in Ex- 
rope; in the Fortifying of which, no Pains, no Coſt 
had been ſpared, for a Trial how far it was poſſi- 
ble to increaſe Strength by the Perfection of Art. 
To prevent further Loſſes of this kind, the Enemy 
reſolved to hazard a Battle; yet in ſuch Circum- 
- ſtances, that, according to the uſual Meaſure and 
Judgment of Events in War, they thought them- 
ſelves to run no hazard. But in the Iſſue it 
appear'd, that, thro' the Courage and Conduct of 
our Generals, whoſe Greatneſs as no Hiſtory can 
parallel, ſo no Character can do Juſtice to; and 
thro the Bravery and Intrepidity of our Troops, 
which as no Difficulties can withſtand, ſo no Words 
can ſufficiently expreſs; thoſe mighty Intrenchments, 
thoſe double and treble Defences, wherein the Ene- 
mies thought themſelves fo ſecure, ſerved only to 
increaſe the Glory of the Arms of the Allies, and 
to convince the Enemy how little hopes remained 
of . their ever gaining any Advantage over thoſe 
Troops upon equal Ground, againſt whom they 
could not defend themſelves upon the moſt unequal. 
Nevertheleſs, according to their uſual Vanity, they 
boaſted of a Victory; Unleſs we will rather aſcribe 
Wit to their beginning to put on ſome degree of Mo- 
deſty, when they declare they eſteem it the nobleſt 
Atchievement, and the greateſt Height of their Glo- 
ry, to have been able to make a Retreat after being 
beaten, with 1% Loſe than uſual. But in a Matter 
of this Nature, it is not of ſo much importance 
What Repreſentations, what ariful Deſcriptions may 
de made of the Action itſelf: Tis the EfeF, the 
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immediate Conſequence of the Battle, was the lay. 


in a condition ſo much as to offer at any Attewyt 
of coming to its Relief. 


| us, let us make Thankful Acknowledgment | to his 
Divine Majeſty, in the Words of David, 1 Chroy. 
29. 11. Thine, O Lord, 3s the Greatneſs, and the 


Jeſty; 3 ' for all that is in the Heaven, and in the Earth, 


come of thee, and thou reigneſt over all, and in thine 

Hand is Power and Mig ht, and in thine Handl it is to 
A mrake Great, and 10. give re unto all Now ny Ft 
our God, we thank. thee, and praiſe thy Glorious 


dence intheſe great Events, would be not only baſe 
and moſt ĩnexcuſable Inconſiderateneſs, For fince ths 
 Strovg; ſince the Wiſeſt Counſels do not alway 


_ Proſper, nor the beſt laid Deſigns conſtantly tak: 
Effect; but the Providence of cd over-rules al 


ELM Blefliag wholly, we mult fed Meare 
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Judgment of the er of the Succeſs. . And 
here it was ſufficiently evident o which Side, and 
to what Degree, Victory declar'd itſelf; when the 


ing Siege to another ſtrong Town, and the taking 
it in a very ſhort time; without the Enemies being 


For theſe great and continud Succeſſes, . 
with the Providence of God has vouchſafed to Bleſs 


Power, and the Glory, and the Vickory, and the M.. 


i thine; thine is the King dom, 0 Lord, and thou art 
Rd” as Head above 5 Both Riches and Honour 


Mk. 
To neglect acknowledging the Hand of Provt 


Ingratitude and Ur wort hine ſc. but alſo the greateſ 


Race is not always to the Swift, nor the Battle to th 


vents. by ſecret and undifcern'4 sptings; Tis to 


[-dge, that even the beſt coucetred Meaſures on 
their Succeſs. *Tis by 77s Bleſſing, that Unarimil 
is oth d among Allies, that Geyerals are inſpird 
A FH ane, and Troops with Undauntedneſs alt 
Braver 


| 
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ſt MW Bravery ;- and tis by the Continuance of the fame = 


d [Biefing, that That Unanimity, ConduF and Courage, 


d are attended with Succeſs. Unanimity has been, 


de With che greateſt Advantage, on our Enemies fide :. 
* Their Soldiers ſometimes have not been void of | 
ig Bravery, nor their Generals of Skill. Yet have they, 


been defeated in Battle after Battle, till the Strength 
if the potenteſt Monarch upon Earth has been al- 
oft entirely broken, and his Power reducd to an 


Extremity of Diſtreſs. The King ſhall monrn, Ezek. 7. 
els und the Prince ſhall be cloathed with Deſolati- 27. 


1, and the Hands of the People of the Land ſball be 
ON. Nronbled; I will do unto them after their way, and ac- 
ding to their Deſerts will J judge them: That 
bey may ſee, and know, and conſider, and um- Iſa. 47. 
rſtand together, that the Hand of the Lord 2. 


art Nas dome this, and the Holy One of Iſrael has created ii: 
our hat they may know that this is thy Hand, pfl. 109. 
nt nd that thou, Lord, haſt done it. Fre (is 
Neither ought it to be omitted, that, next under 
ore, Pod, who is the firſt Author of all Victory, all 


Jae Honour and Acknowledgment is to be paid to 
he Inſtruments, by waich our Succeſſes have been 
ccompliſh'd; the Wiſdam and Conduct of the Ge- 
lerals, and the Bra very of thoſe who executed their 
ommands. For, tho' Providence has indeed, in 
he whole Courſe of this War, very ſignally inter- 

os d in dur behalf; yet not by. immediate Miracle, 
in the Days of Jehoſapbat King of Judah, when it 
Was ſaid to them by the Prophet, 2 Chron. 20. 17. 
WW hall not need to fight in this Battle; ſet your ſelves, 
.ind je ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of.the Lord; But 
Je Bleſſings of Providence are convey' d 10 Os, 
ro the Wifdom and Diligence of fecond Cauſes. 
pit Hor, as, on the one e the mo of, 


Providence, the greateſt Wiſdom of. Man is Folly 

and his Strength Weakneſs; and 4 Horſe is counted 
Vt a din thing to ſave a Man, neither ſhall 

it deliver any Man by its great Strength; ſo 
neither on the other Land have we Now anyreaſon to 
expect, that Providence will work for us direct Mira. 
cles, but only bleſs the Endeavours of ſubordinate 
Cauſes. Wherefore all due Acknowledgments ought 
to be made to the Inſtruments, by whoſe means we 


: Pſal 33.17. 


are deliverd from our Enemies, and by whof: ; 
A Hands is work'd for us the Salvation of God; And i: þ 


is noted jn Sctipture as a great Reproach upon the 
Children of Mrael, that they were [ſometimes un- 
grateful to the Perſons by whom God had work d 
their Deliverance, and that they remember'd em 
not according to all the Goodneſs that they had ſhew1 
„„ . EC NAP 
23. He that will return Thanks to God acceptably 
for paſt Viercies, ſo as to Glorify him indeed; mult 
for the future live ſuitably to that Profeſſion he pre. 
© -tends to make, of his Senſe of God's Providence in 
governing the World, and of his entire Dependence 
upon it: To him that ordereth bis Converſation aright, 
The Expreſſions of our preſent Joy, muſt be ſuch a 
become the Goſpel of Chriſt; and the following 
Piart of our Lives muſt ſhow, that our Praiſes pro- 
ceed not out of feigned Lips. Publick Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings are acceptable to God, as part of 
our Religious Worſhip and Adoration of him; but] 
it is then only fo, when the Declarations. of our] 
Mouths are the real Significations of the Intentions 
| of our Hearts, and our Deſigns are not to abuſe 
i thoſe Mercies which we Thank him for. We muſt 
| ſo retura our Thanks for paſt Mercies, as ae 
LEES; | . | On nc 
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their having a due Influence upon us, we. miy 
ſhow our ſelves worthy of the Continuance of them, 
and of God's beſtowing {till more upon us; and 
thenour Praiſe will be indeed an accentable Sacrifice. | 
Rejoyce in the Lord, ye Righteous, ſaith the Pſal- 
miſt, for it e fell the Juſt to be Thankful, Pſal. 
31. 1. But of the IVicked it may truly be 
affirm'd, that as their Prayer, ſo their 
Praiſe alſo is an Aborrination to the Lord. 0 
4. To them who thus order their Converſation a. 
igt, here is a Promiſe added of yet farther Bleſ- 
ings: I will ſhew them the Salvation of God. They 
who worthily expreſs their Thanks for paſt Mero 
cies, not by debanch'd and unſeemly Mirth, but 
by truly honouring and fearing Cod, may reaſon- 
ably y hope | for are occaſions of Praiſing him, If 
ye be Willing and Obedient, ye ſhall eat the 


Prov. 28. 20 


Fer of the Land; and the Lord will delight = 5: 


to do you good. Our Praiſes and Thankſgivings for 


paſt Vickories, if accompany d with ſincere Obedi- 


ence, will be, like the lifting up of Moſess Exod. 1. 


Hands upon the Mount, a certain Evidence 
of future Succeſs. God has already bleſt the En- 
deavours of our Pious Queen with ſo great Proſpe- 


rity, that we may juſtly ſay with the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 


20. 6. Now knom I that the Lord helpeth his Anoiat- 


ed, and will hear him from his Holy Heaven, even 


with the wholeſome Strength of his Right hand : Some 


put their Truſt in Chains: and ſome in Horſes, but 
we will remember the Name of the Lord our God: They © 


are brought down and fallen, but e are riſen and fend | 
wpright 5 : Nay, we have reaſonable Grounds to apply. 


4D our Enemies the Prophet Nahum s Lamentstion 


over the King of 4 ria, ch. 3. 1. 19. There is no 
| , hy: ound ts grievous ; all that 
| 'B: 2 bea 
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THO A Thankſgiving Sermon before 
Bear the Bruit of thee, ſpall clap their Hands over 


thee; for upon whom has not thy Wickedneſs paſsd con- 


tinually? Or That of the Prophet [ſaiah, ch. 14. 2. 
26. They that ſee thee, ſhall narrowly look upon thee, 


and conſider thee, ſaying. Is this the Man that mad: 


the Earth to tremble ® That did ſhake Kingdoms? 
That made the World as a Wilderneſs, and deſtroy d 
eh Cities thereof? That open d not the Houſe of bis 
Priſoners ? The ſudden breaking of ſo great a Pow. 
er, ſhows how eaſily Providence, if we prove un- 


grateful to him, can even yet diſappoint our moſt 


probable Hopes, and, after all our Succeſſes, bring 


us to Confuſion. But the Example of Piety ſet us 
from the Throne, will; we hope, ſoeffeQually diſ- 
courage all Immorality and Profaneneſs, and, by 
ſpreading its Influence afar, excite in the Nation 
ſach a Spirit of Virtue and true Religion, that God 


may be entreated of us to continue to bleſs us with 
Success, till the preſent bloody and expenſive War 


terminates in ſuch a Peace, as may eſtabliſh upon a 
laſting Foot the Liberties of Europe. The humble 


Pſal. 34. 2. 


bull 6g. 35. Bel live, that ſeek God, For (od will ſave 


Sion, and build the Cities of Judah, that 
Men may dwell there, and have it in poſſeſſuon - Ihe 
Pofterity alſo of his Servants ſhall inherit it, and they 
that love his Name, ſhall dwell therein. I 


I add only a Word of Exhortation, and ſo con · 


clude. 


The Ground of our rejoycing, and returning 
Thanks to God for the Succeſſes of the preſent War, 


is, that thoſe Succeſſes tend to ſecure to us the Ends, 
for which the War was at firſt undertaken; viz. the 


procuring 4 ſafe and laſting Peace, the Support and 


Eft abliſhmer: t of the preſent Conſtitution of our Govern- 


ment, 


ſhall fee th's, and be glad. And their Heart. 
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nent, the maintaining the Rights and Liberties of our 
ſelves. and all Europe, and the Preſervation ef the 
Proteſtant Neligion dm . > 
Firſt therefore, if we will fhew. ourſeves truly 
Thankful for the Succeſſes of the War, let us en- 
deavour to maintain ſuch Unanimity among qur- 
ſelves, as may convince our Enemies they can hae 
no Hopes of putting an end to the War, but by 
conſenting to ſuch a Peace, as may be ſafe and faft-+ 
ng. And let us ſo lay aſide all unreaſonable Divi- 
ſons and private Animoſities, that whenſoever it 
all pleaſe God to put a ſucceſsful End tothe War 
broad, we may enjoy the bleſſed Effects of Peace 
d Charity, of umntual Confidence and Agreement at 


o 
1 


1 


he Intereſt of bar Government, . the Support and 
Etabliſhment whereof is one principal&ffe& of the 
Succeſſes for which we publickly return Thanks to 
od. Let us contribute pur utmoſt, eadh in our 
proper Stations, to ſupport a Government ſo hap- 
ily eſtabliſh'd ; and to make the executive part o 
tas eaſy, and as little burdenfome as poflib e, in 
he Hands wherein it is lodg' d. To ſeeſ tbe 
Peace of the City or Country wherein we Jer. 29. "9 
well, and in he Peace thereof to expect Peace, is 
ens Duty and Intereſt, even under had Govern- 
nents: How much more; under the beſt and moſt 
iſely conſtituted Government in the World, under 
he eaſieſt and gentleſt Adminiſtration, under a Go- 
ernment wherein nothing elſe is deſignd but the 
feſerving the publick Welfare and Happineſs, the 


| Secondly, 5 heartily endeavour to promote 


ecurity and Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant Religi- 
n, the maintaining the Rights and Liberties botn 


Nations and of private Perſons againſt Tyranzy 


1 


agate eat 
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22 A Thankſgiving Sermon before 
and Oppreſſion; maſt all ſuch be tnterly inexcuſa. 
ble, who, under any Pretences whatever, foment 


Diviſiops and Animoſities, Jealouſies and ground- 


leſs Suſpicions, to weaken the Hands of the Govern: 


ment, and prevent the perfecting and ſecuring up- 


on a laſting Foot the fore-mention'd great and ex- 


cellent Ends! We'have been reſcu'd by wonderful 


Deliverances, from the Rod of Arbitrary Powet, 


from the Follies of Enthuſiaſm, and from the Su- 
perſtitions of Popery: Should we ag ain grow weary 
of our own Happineſs, and deſpiſe the Liberty 
wherewith God has bleſs'd us; ſhould we again de- 
fire to jon in Affinity with the People of theſe Abomi. 


mat ions; would it not be juſt with God to ſuffer 


them ſtill to become Thorxs in our Sides, and their 


Gods to be a Snare unto ns, and that he ſhould be an; 


gry with us fill he had conſum'd us 2 Ezra. 9. 12. 
Thirdly, Let us take great Heed, leſt by running 
into lawleſs and nngovernable Licentiouſneſs, we 


| abuſe and deſtroy thoſe Rights and Liberties, which 


have been long ſo earneſtly and fo juſtly. contended 
for; and which the Succeſſes we are now returning 
Thanks for, are the Means of ſecuring to us upon a 
ſolid Foundation. God has blefs'd us with great 
and glorious Succeſs againſt our Foreign Enemies, 
which we hope he will continue to us, till the Li- 


lertier of Europe be eſtabliſh'd by a firm and laſting 


Peace. Let us not, after That, become Enemies to 


— 


Ourſelves, by a Lieentiouſneſs impatient of the moſt 


neceſſary Reſtraints; leſt by our own Unthank ful. 


neſs and Inteſtine Confuſions, we deprive ourſelves 
of the Benefit of a Bleſſing purchas'd with ſo mucl 

Blood and Treaſure; and provoke God to ſuffer uw 
to deſtroy ourſelves, by loſing our Liberty wholly, 
while we affect more of it than is Juſt and reafonablk, 


Rolls. * 
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the Publick Safety. For as, on the one hand, the 

. Abuſe of Arbitrary Power in Governors, has gene- 
t rally been the Occaſion of putting People upon re- 
J. covering the Liberties they had loſt; ſo, on = 
„other hand, Licentiouſneſs or Abuſe of Liberty in 
b. che People, tends always to ſuch Confuſions, as ter- 
x- ninate uſually in Arbitrary Power again. = 
al Fourthly, And above all, let us take care to Pra- 9 
t, Ne the Religion we Profe ps, and for the Preſerva- 3 
u- tion whereof we are ſo highly concern'd. One of © 
ry Iche Principal Benefits of all the glorious Succeſſes 4 
ty cod has bleſs'd us with, is the ſecuring the Re 
le- Mform'd Religion amongſt | us, againſt the Attempts of 
i · NPopiſh Superſtition : But what will it profit-us, to 
fer Mbcar the Name and Profeſſion of a Reform d Religi- ; 
ei: Mor, if in our Practice and in Reality we have no Re- 
an. ion at all? Of what Uſe will it be to us, to be 
ſecur'd from the Vanities and Superſtitions of Po- 
pery.; if on the contrary we run into An Ir- 1 
religion and Prophaneneſs? = 

Chriſtianity irſelf, our S4 ich Ah ures Us, isof } 
no Advantage to thoſe who. do not ovey the Wilt : 
of bis Father which is in Heauen; but their Portion 
will be among QOxbelievers. In like manner neither 
an any particular Reformation of. Religion from the 
Noſſeſt Corruptions that have crept into it, be of 
ny Benefit tothoſe, whoſe Manner are not reforns' = 
| with their Profeſſion. 1 = 

God, who. commandeth the Light to Bine ont of 
I arkneſs, grant that the Light. 8 Glorious Goſpel 
19 Chriſt, 1. is the Image of God, may ſo 2 Cor. 4. 4 
bine in our Hearts, as that we may bring & - | 
5 orth Fruit worthy of that Light of *the Knowledge of 
er Wc om y God, in 13 Davy of 2 N 
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